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Economist 5 to end a half-century of conflict are all about: getting the rebels to give
::.;ﬁ?:;s to govern. Both sides announced a draft agreement November 6th

infla ork for how the FARC, which have been fighting the Colombian state
nto to a political party. Though the accord would take effect only once
is reached, it marks a turning point for the process.

sued in Havana, where the negotiations are taking place, the two sides
accord would "imply the prohibition on using violence as a method of

- 1nough the FARC have played politics before—through the Patriotic Union
party in the 1990s which eventually saw the murder of 3,000 of its members—they did so
while continuing to wage war. "Never again politics and weapons together," Humberto de la
Calle, the government's chief negotiator, said.

The agreement would lower the threshold for political movements to be recognised as legal
parties. It would also establish mechanisms to ensure the security of members of any party
that emerges from a final peace deal.
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Most important, it calls for the creation of temporary special congressional districts for areas

hardest hit by the conflict. Not coincidentally, those areas are where the FARC have the

most influence over the civilian population. The special seats in Congress are a way for the

government to ensure the FARC a shot at winning elections.

But that strategy may backfire, according to a poll taken by AmericasBarometer, a project of

Vanderbilt University, measuring the perceptions of the peace process. It was conducted
both on a national level and in a sample of 111 most-affected municipalities. Predictably,
support for the peace process is greater in conflict zones than in the country as a whole.
But 65% of respondents in the former (and 71% iun the latter) still disapprove of a FARC
political party. Only around one in 15 respondents living in conflict areas would consider

voting for a demobbed guerrilla in mayoral elections scheduled for 2015. If one were elected,

just over one-third of those polled would accept the result. The "electoral viability" of the

FARC as political party clearly remains to be seen, says Jorge Restrepo, director of Conflict

Analysis Resource Centre, a Bogota think-tank.

The announced agreement breathes new life into a process that was perceived to be in

crisis. It was also just the sort of boost President Juan Manuel Santos needed to launch his

bid for a second term in a presidential election next May. Fewer than a third of Colombians
approve of his presidency. His mentor-turned-nemesis, former president Alvaro Uribe,
whose ultra-conservative supporters denounce any deals with the rebel, has cast barps on
the president for being too soft.

The progress in peace talks may propel Mr Santos officially to announce his candidacy.
Attacks from Mr Uribe and his lot will then intensify as the electoral campaign heats up and
as more progress is made in the talks. Mr Santos had even toyed with the idea of
suspending the talks during the election campaign. But after the new agreement was
announced he stated: “When we are advancing, when results are being seen, it's not the
time to stop. On the contrary [it is time] to accelerate."
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Q&A on Colombia's pace process:

1. Will the narco-chiefs (commanders) get away with thier crimes?

Most likely, as they will buy insurance in the Santos' deal - free ticket to congress (they are
unelectable). But in practice they may be hunted down by their former associates.

2. Will the 15-20 000 figthers reincorporate back in society?

Wake up. This people will keep their drug making and dealing business. They will repeat the
paramilitaries experience - several out of control gangs killing each other to control the trade.

3. How will pace look like?

Narco-chiefs (commanders) laughing and enjoying their fortunes (scared anyway) and Colombia's
murder rate hitting new records for 5 years. Drug trade as good as ever.
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